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 Message from the Secretary General  
 

  

  

Dear Delegates,  

It is with immense pleasure that I welcome you to the 6th annual session of the Cathedral International 

Model United Nations. The Cathedral International Model United Nations is a CVSL student led event 

to be held from the 22nd of September to the 24th of the same month. This year in its 6th session CIMUN 

will be crossing boundaries it has never crossed before, and you, the delegates, shall be the ones to 

witness and enjoy a newer, grander CIMUN.   

Four years ago I was introduced to the concept of a simulated UN conference for students to engage in 

worldly affairs and rectify issues which challenge the existence of world peace. The UN, although it may 

be deemed by many as a failed organisation, has since its inception been an eminent peace keeper in the 

international scene as well as in many cases, the local scene. The UN plays an important role in our lives, 

whether we see it or not- ergo MUNs were started for students like you and me, to recognise the 

importance of the organisation and to understand the functioning of the same.   

I proudly owe my enthusiasm about MUNs to my first MUN- which happens to be the second session of 

CIMUN. Since then My MUN career has soared through new heights and hasn’t looked back ever since. 

It is a pleasure to head the same MUN which had launched me into the world of public speaking, 

internationalism and diplomacy, and I assure that this year’s CIMUN will exceed the already high 

standards set by previous sessions of CIMUN.   

I am glad to announce that CIMUN will be host to five UN committees as well as one external body. 

Whether you are a space geek, arms fanatic or a person like me who loves to engage in world trade 

policies and crises, CIMUN is the event you should keep your calendar reserved for. On the 22nd of 

September prepare to take the scenic drive to Lonavala, where for three days you would be stepping into 

the shoes of country leaders to “take the initiative and make the difference” and at night you would be 

partying away at the delegate ball hoping to create strong relations with other country representatives to 

aid you in moving forward your policies in committee sessions.   

This will be my fifth CIMUN, and I could not be more honoured to serve on the secretariat with some of 

the most talented, hardworking and creative people I know. I hope to see an exciting, stimulating and 

productive conference this September.  

I look forward to seeing you at CIMUN this fall!  

Suraj Vijay Harjani,  

Secretary General,  

Cathedral International Model United Nations 2017.  
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Message from the Director of SOCHUM   
  

  

  

  

  

Dear Delegates,   

  

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to Cathedral International Model United Nations  2017.   

  

The Social Cultural and Humanitarian Committee, also known as SOCHUM, is the Third Committee of 

the United Nations General Assembly and deals with issues relating to social and humanitarian affairs 

and human rights issues that affect people around the world. This committee gives you insight to all the 

inhumane practices and social injustice taking place in the world that surrounds us today.   

  

I, Punya Sethi will be chairing SOCHUM this year along with your co-chair Devansh Shah. I am 

currently in the 11th grade and wish to pursue cinematography in the near future and have always had a 

passion for MUN’ing. Your co-chair, Devansh Shah is also an ardent MUN’ner and is in the 9th grade.  

  

We are very excited to chair SOCHUM and are eager to see you’ll at CIMUN this year. We expect a  

great level of debate this year and hope to spend these three days productively; If 

you have any queries or need any help, please feel free to contact us.  

  

Punya Sethi   

Chair- Social Cultural and Humanitarian Committee (SOCHUM)  

Cathedral International Model United Nations 2017  

   

   

   

  

   

   

   

  

 

 

About the Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Committee   
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SOCHUM is the Third committee in the UN General Assembly. The committee focuses on human 

rights and topics related to social, humanitarian affairs and human rights issues .  

  

The Committee also discusses questions relating to the advancement of women, the protection of 

children, indigenous issues, the treatment of refugees, the promotion of fundamental freedoms through 

the elimination of racism and racial discrimination, and the right to self- determination.  In addition, the 

Committee addresses important social development questions such as issues related to youth, family, 

ageing, persons with disabilities, crime prevention, criminal justice, and international drug  

control.  

  

-Website of the Third General Assembly of the United Nations:  

http://www.un.org/en/ga/third/  
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Agenda A: Discussing measures to eradicate human trafficking  
  
  

Human trafficking is the act of abduction or illegal transfer of people from one area or state to another. 

People are generally trafficked to serve as sex slaves and labourers.   

This form of social violation occurs in every country, at completely different levels.. The International 

Labour Organisation estimates that the trafficking industry was worth an annual $44 billion by 2005 

and is now worth $150 billion. Women and children are the main victims of this industry.  

  

  

The Three Elements of Human Trafficking  

  

What is done?  

The process of abduction, transportation and sales.   

  

How it is done?  

The threat or abuse used to abduct a person.  

  

Why is it done?   

For the purpose of prostitution, forced slavery or genital mutilation.  

  

The two types of trafficking   

  

The two different kinds of trafficking are sex trafficking and labour trafficking.   

  

  

Sex trafficking is when victims are forced or tricked into prostitution. 

Labour trafficking is when people are forced or tricked into working as soldiers, labourers, waiters, 

sweatshops, farmers, drug peddlers, etc..   

  

  

Victims are also sold by poverty ridden families; are forced to fight as soldiers; and are forced into the 

sex trade. This type of trade shows the lack of humanity in today's world. Slavery is now bigger than it 

ever was.  

  

There are organisations who specialise in human trafficking, many of them are scandalous NGOs who 

are funded by common people who are under the impression that it is for a good cause.   

  

  

  

  



Social, Cultural and Humanitarian 

Committee  

7 
 

The Islamic State of Iraq and Syria’s role in human trafficking   

  

Extremist groups like the ISIS abduct victims and use them as sex slaves, slaves or props for their 

practices and sell women on social media. In the form of rewards, generals are gifted wives. Victims 

are severely ill treated, to the extent that a sex slave was made to eat her 1 year old baby in the ISIS 

headquarters in Syria.  

  

  

When the ISIS invaded Syria, they abducted random people and used them as human shields to protect 

themselves from attacks. Amongst them were children, senior citizens and the only working members 

of families. When the ISIS was rumoured to have left Syria, many of these ‘human shields’ were set 

free but some are still missing, apart from the ones who died a tragic death.   

  

  

Trafficking in the African continent  

  

Most countries in the African continent are poverty ridden, due to the lack of resources and bad 

economic condition of these countries job opportunities do not rise. Families sell their children in 

hopes of a better future for them, these children are used as militants and are forced to do labour work. 

Most victims are shipped to other countries.  

  

On July 29, 2013, South Africa’s President, Jacob Zuma, signed into law the country’s first 

comprehensive legislation on human trafficking, the Prevention and Combating of Trafficking in 

Persons Bill   

● trafficking in persons, punishable by a maximum of life imprisonment.   

● engaging in conduct that causes a person to enter into debt bondage, punishable by up to 15 years 

of imprisonment   

● carrying a victim of trafficking in and/or out of South Africa knowing that he/she does not have 

the proper documentation, punishable by a fine or five years of imprisonment   

● benefiting from services of a trafficking victim, be it financially or otherwise, punishable by up 

to 15 years of imprisonment  and   

● facilitation of trafficking in persons punishable by up to ten years in prison  

  



Social, Cultural and Humanitarian 

Committee  

8 
 

 

  

Trafficking in the American continents  

  

Human trafficking in the North American continent has increased over the years, 60% of the trafficking 

victims found in the North American continent are trafficked from South American region. Countries 

like Colombia, Peru and Ecuador have a high trafficking rate.   

  

  

  

Trafficking in Asia  

China is the world’s biggest supplier in textiles, toys, electronics and humans.  China leads the human 

trafficking industry as well.   

 Bangladesh, India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, North Korea, Vietnam, Taiwan, Syria, Afghanistan and  

Yemen also have high rates of  human trafficking.  
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This is a rapidly growing industry and it doesn’t just stop at labour, work and prostitution. Many major 

crimes are committed by the victims; theft, murders, suicide bombings, drug peddling and many more 

crimes.   
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  Agenda B:  Promotion And Protection Of LGBT Rights   

  
  

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights includes the rights of everyone’s life, privacy, health and 

equality before the law, as well as the right to freedom of expression and freedom from discrimination 

and violence, including torture.  

Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) persons are constantly at risk of persecution and gross 

violations of their fundamental human rights in a number of countries. Many LGBT persons fear 

imprisonment, torture, abuse and even murder,  because they live in a state that does not tolerate their 

sexual orientation or gender identity.  

In most countries there are LGBT organizations, or loosely connected groups and networks, striving for 

equal rights and opportunities.  

As part of our human rights series, SOCHUM would also like to consider how to promote the rights of 

lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) persons around the world.  

  

Problems Faced by the LGBT community  

The LGBT community faces tremendous difficulties growing in a society where heterosexuality is 

often presented as the only acceptable orientation and homosexuality is regarded as deviant in for. 

They continue to face discrimination and prejudice across the world in all stages of life.  

  

  

In most European Union Member States, same-sex couples do not enjoy the same rights and 

protections as opposite sex couples, and consequently suffer from abuses and disadvantages in access 

to social protection schemes, such as healthcare and pensions.  
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In the labor market, a majority of LGBT people continue to hide their sexual identity or to endure 

harassment out of fear of losing their job. Particularly vulnerable are young LGBT people who 

experience estrangement from family and friendship networks, harassment at school and invisibility 

from society.  

Here are some impacts of extreme discrimination and exclusion on the lives of lesbians, gays, bisexuals 

and transgenders:  

● Dropping out of school earlier  

● Leaving home and family  

● Lack of family and social support  

● Migrate to other countries for seeking safer livelihood and acceptance ● Antisocial and 

introverts  

● attempted suicide  
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 The Stonewall Riots  

The Stonewall Riots were a series of violent conflicts between people of the LGBT community and 

New York City police officers that began during a June 28, 1969 police raid at the Stonewall Inn, a 

bar in the West Village. Up to and including the 1960s, law enforcement raids on gay bars were a 

regular part of gay life in cities across the United States, with police sometimes recording the 

identities of those present at the raid and providing the information to newspapers for publication. The 

Stonewall conflicts lasted several days, with a crowd of 400 protesters. LGBT people had never 

before acted together in such large numbers to forcibly resist police harassment directed towards their 

community.   

Such instances in History have helped the LGBT community to raise their voice and now it’s your 

turn to do the same and think of solutions to do so.  

  

Articles Stated by the United Nations  

● ARTICLE 13 & 14: “Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence within the 

borders of each state” and “Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries 

asylum from persecution” Homosexual acts are outlawed in over 85 countries and territories, 

which increases the need of LGBT persons to seek refuge.  

  

● ARTICLE 23: “Everyone has the right to work”. In many countries LGBT persons are 

systematically discriminated against within the labor market.  

 

 

 

Contact Information: 

Please direct any queries and the position papers tot eh following email address:  alpunz4@gmail.com 
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